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The Franciscan Brothers of Peace &  
The Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace  

Invite You to: a Transitus Ceremony  
of St. Francis of Assisi  

on Monday, October 3, 2022, 6:30 p.m.  
at The Church of Saint Patrick  

1095 Desoto Street, St. Paul, MN 55130 

 
 

Also,  
The Franciscan Brothers of Peace  

Invite You to:  
Holy Mass  

& Profession of Solemn Vows  
for Br. Didacus Gottsacker  
on the Feast of St. Francis  

Tuesday, October 4, 2022, 4:00 p.m.  
With a Reception to Follow  

at The Church of Saint Patrick  
1095 Desoto Street, St. Paul, MN 55130  

Pax et Bonum 
 

 

Note: There will be no Holy Hour or 
Fraternity meeting on Friday, October 7! 
 
The next First Friday: November 4th 

Saint Columba 
327 Lafond Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 

 

Franciscan Holy Hour 
for World Peace – 7:00 pm 

 

Social time in Vestibule – 8:00pm 
Snacks & water bottles: Will and Steve 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting – 8:20pm: 
Business meeting 

Welcoming ceremony for Ricky Revering 
 

Election of the new council!!!  
Attendance in person is essential  

if at all possible so we have a quorum!!! 
 

No Ongoing Formation due to the election  
 

Closing Prayers – 9:15pm 
 

If unable to attend in person, you may view the Holy 
Hour and Fraternity Meeting on Zoom, 7:00-9:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

 

Council Meeting: 
Sunday, Oct. 9th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVk
VnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are welcome to attend 

 

 

Fraternity of Mary,Queen of Peace 
Secular Franciscan Order 

Newsletter 
September, 2022 
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Candidate and Orientation Formation: 
Both groups meet on the 4th Fridays in the basement of 

the Queen of Peace Friary 
 The Franciscan Journey by Lester Bach, OFM Cap 

Candidate group: 
Sept 30th: Ch 16 “When You Pray”  

Oct 28th: Ch 17 “The Mother of God and our Mother”  
Orientation Group:  

Sept 30th: Ch 4 “Inquiry in the SFO” 
Oct 28th: Ch 5 “Secular Spirituality” 

 

************************* 
 

 
 

Br. Pio: 10/22 Mary Marshall: 11/4 
Br. Didacus: 11/7  Fr. Seraphim: 11/12 
Michael Ross: 11/17 Helen Rush: 11/18 
Anne Keller: 11/19 Br. Dominic: 11/20 

Will Moore: 11/26 
 

************************* 
Apostolate News:  
 

Homeless ministry: 
• The food shelf needs donations again – especially 

canned goods. Ask your parishes to do food drives 
• Hygiene items, socks, laundry detergents – liquid, or 

pods. 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst: 
• Monthly visits have changed to the third Thursdays, 

6:30-7:30pm 
• BINGO is on hold as we don’t have enough 

members on-boarded as volunteers 
• Pen Pals: There has been a lot of turn-over at 

Lynnhurst. We will try to revitalize this ministry. 
Please let Anne know who you are still writing to 
and if you need new names. 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor: 
• They may open up in the near future for our Bible 

Studies to resume 
 

Dorothy Day Meal Service for the Homeless: 
• Steve will get information regarding various 

volunteer shifts at Dorothy Day as a possible 
additional Apostolate. 

 

************************* 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 
• The Brothers are eager to host the Transitus 6:30pm, 

October 3rd at St. Patrick’s. 
• Br. Didacus will take his solemn vows on Tuesday, 

October 4th, the Feast of Saint Francis, at 4:00pm at 
St. Patrick’s. 

• Fr. Seraphim will be traveling to Myanmar, Thailand 
and then to the Philippines in October to visit Br. 
Antonio. 

• Br. Pio has begun a 4-month sabbatical; he will be 
back in December.  

• Casey will arrive October 1st to begin pre-postulancy. 
• Continued prayers are needed for vocations. 

 

************************* 
 

Nomination committee for this fall’s 
elections: 
• The work of the nomination committee is complete. 
• Thankfully, five members have stepped up to fill 

council positions. We need one more! 
• The current council will be contacting the remaining 

members to fill essential non-elected roles so that 
council members are not stuck doing everything 
themselves. Please be ready to say yes to a bite-size 
chunk of responsibility. 

• We continue to invoke the Holy Spirit to call forth 
leaders from among us. 

• Please prayerfully discern how you are being called 
to serve. 

 
PRAYER FOR OFS LEADERSHIP 

 
Give us leaders 

who lead us to virtue 
without seeking to impose their own 

version of virtue on others. 
 

Give us leaders who will provide for the 
advancement of our Order 

without dictating to others to achieve it. 
 

Give us insight enough ourselves 
to choose as leaders those who can tell 

strength from power, 
growth from greed, 

leadership from dominance, 
and real greatness from the trappings of 

grandiosity. 
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Famous Secular Franciscans:  
 

Denver’s “Angel of Charity” 
by Helen Rush, ofs,  September, 2022 

 
We’re all familiar with stories of great 

evangelists like St. Patrick, holy mystics like Teresa of 
Avila and dedicated servants of the poor like Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. But there are other figures who have 
led more hidden, quiet lives, yet whose love for Christ 
and devotion to his people are just as heroic.  

 
One such figure is Julia Greeley, an African 

American woman who was born into slavery, but after 
being freed, found the greatest freedom in becoming a 
servant to everyone.  

 
No records exist telling us exactly when she was 

born. All we know is she as born in Hannibal, Missouri 
between 1833 and 1845. During her early years, she 
endured horrible evils. When she was only five, Julia 
was injured while witnessing a slave master whip her 
mother. One of the whip lashes caught Julia in her right 
eye, permanently destroying it.  

 
When Missouri’s Emancipation Act in 1865 

freed Julia from slavery, she moved west. She found a 
job with a widowed mother of four as a cook and nanny. 
A few years later, the widow remarried. Her new 
husband was named the first territorial governor of 
Colorado by Abraham Lincoln. So, Julia moved with the 
family to Denver, Colorado and worked for them for 
about 5 years.  

 
The former widow was a devout Catholic and 

shared her deep love of God with Julia and was 
instrumental in helping her enter the Catholic Church. 
Julia was baptized at Sacred Heart Catholic Church and 
from that point on, became a daily communicant and 
developed a deep love for the Virgin Mary and the 
Blessed Sacrament, as well as a strong devotion to the 
Sacred Heart.  

 
Julia was a constant presence in the parish, but 

not everyone welcomed her at first. Some members 
complained to the pastor about her appearance. Her 
clothes were shabby and her right eye - the one blinded 
by the whip - constantly wept. And she was black. The 
pastor, recognizing the racial prejudice behind their 
complaints, refused to ask Julia to move.  

 
Inspired by the life of St. Francis of Assisi, Julia 

joined the Secular Franciscan Order. She was constantly 
visiting the poor and offering to help them in any way 

they needed it, and found within the Secular Franciscans 
a community with the same dedication to serving Christ 
in the poor and forgotten.  

 
Julia became a familiar fixture on the streets of 

Denver, pulling a red wagon filled with clothes, coal, 
food and other items for the needy. Julia had a special 
love for children and often took them for rides on the 
trolley and danced with them in the streets of Denver. 
What people didn’t know however, was that she would 
travel through dark alleys or under the cover of night 
when visiting poor whites. She wanted to protect them 
from the “shame” of receiving charity from a black 
woman. Over time, her acts of charity became well 
known throughout the city.  

 
Julia died on June 17, 1918 which happened to 

be the feast of the Sacred Heart. Her body was laid out in 
Sacred Heart Church where hundreds of people came to 
pay their respect. She was buried in Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery.  

 
In 2016, the Archdiocese of Denver officially 

began the canonical investigation that, at this point, has 
led Julia to be declared a “Servant of God”. In 2017, Her 
remains were moved to Denver’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. In her humble outreach to the 
needy, Julia reminds us of the ultimate act of charity 
offered on our behalf – the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. She inspires us to be more like him. May Julia 
Greeley’s example spur us on to a deeper life of 
compassion and generosity. 

 
************************* 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 
Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 

Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   
Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-

636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 
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September Prayer requests:  
(Thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 
consecrated life and especially that men will respond to 
the call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• For the success of the monthly vocational discernment 
evenings. For wisdom and grace for those discerning.  

• In thanksgiving that Casey will begin pre-postulancy.  
• For blessings and guidance for Br. Didacus as he 

professes his solemn vows in October. 
• For consolation, healing and pain relief for Br. Joseph. 
• For restoration for Br. Pio during his 4-month sabbatical. 
• For direction and provision for Br. Antonio in the 

Philippines.  
• For guidance and protection for Fr. Seraphim as he 

prepares to travel to Myanmar in October and also to the 
Philippines to visit Br. Antonio. 

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and the people 
they serve.  

 

• For peace in the world and for conversion of souls. 
• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 
• For the healing of divisions and polarization among us. 
• For the Lord’s loving protection upon the unborn, the 

poor, the homeless and all those who are vulnerable and 
marginalized.  

• For protection and provision for all those suffering from 
natural disasters. 

 

• In thanksgiving for fraternity. May the Holy Spirit 
continue to guide the Council in animating our fraternity. 

• As we prepare for elections in November, that each of us 
will respond to the Holy Spirit’s guidance in the “Sharing 
and Calling Forth our Gifts” process.  

• For direction and guidance for each of us as we discern 
our Franciscan commitment. 

• For the needs of all those who missed our First Friday 
meeting last month: Mike Bartel, Janie Carlson, Robin 
Donner, Heidi & Jerry Giebel, Mark Hafner, Chuck 
Heidtke, Eugene Krentz, Marty Madansky, Ricky 
Revering, Helen Rush, Marlene Skavnak, Steve Smith, 
and Marty Spicer. 

• For guidance for Ricky Revering as he prepares to 
become an Inquirer in Initial Formation. 

• For our Candidates, Chuck Heidtke and Mark Hafner, as 
they continue their growth and discernment in the 
Franciscan way of life.  

• For strength and healing for Helen at Cerenity nursing 
home as she continues her recovery after having a stroke. 

• In thanksgiving for all our members who have recovered 
or are recovering from Covid. 

• For strength and healing for Mark as he deals with health 
issues. 

• For strength and healing for Chuck Heidtke who fell and 
hurt his ribs. 

• In thanksgiving for Ricky who took the time to find 
housing for a single mother whose home was condemned. 

• For all those who in our fraternity who have specific 
requests. For graces to face all difficulties. 

• For healing, provision for Eugene regarding throat pain 
and difficulty eating. For wisdom and guidance for his 
doctors.  

• For Eugene and his sister, Genevieve, as they care for 
their elderly mother whose condition is declining. 

• For provision and safety for Jeremiah and his wife, 
Nancy, as they tour Europe for 10 weeks. 

• For provision and safety for Mike Ross as he travels to 
Africa in October. 

• For healing for Debbie on every level and protection from 
infection. For guidance and wisdom for her care team. 
That the Lord will use Debbie for His glory.  

• For healing of Debbie’s heartache regarding her family 
and for all their needs. 

• For healing for Janie’s back pain and for recovery from 
covid. 

• For provision for Jeannie in her role in caring for her 
friend, Zelda, on hospice. May Zelda open her heart to 
God’s love and come to a place of peace in her soul 
before she dies. 

• For Anne as she prepares to spend a few weeks with her 
daughter, Megan, as she undergoes and recovers from 
brain surgery in October. 

• For Scott as he provides support for his sister and her 
troubled daughter, Ferdosi. 

• For continued guidance and provision for John Rosensteel 
in Tennessee.  

 

• For Michael Casey’s wife who is disabled, and for the 
repose of the soul of his mother on the anniversary of her 
death. 

• For consolation for Lynn Hirschey in the loss of her 
husband. 

• For the repose of the soul of Br. John Mary’s sister-in-
law, Carla Kjellberg, who died on August 28th, and for 
consolation for her entire family. 

• For Kathy Fraser, Minister of St. Pio Fraternity in Forest 
Lake, who has been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. 

• For blessings and companionship for the residents of the 
Estates at Lynnhurst nursing home.  

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and spiritual 
needs of patients at the VA Hospital, where Br John Mary 
volunteers. May all who are dying be drawn into the 
Lord’s heavenly embrace. 

• In thanksgiving for the healing experienced by 
participants of the August Grief to Grace retreat program. 
For provision and guidance for participants and team 
members in the November program. 

• For healing for families dealing with mental health issues, 
addiction issues and broken relationships. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our friends and 
family members who have left the Church. That they will 
come to know His love for them. 

• For all our friends and family members for whom we 
have promised to pray. 

• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. 


